TOPIC:  SENTENCE FLUENCY—“PAINTING WITH WORDS” 
Discipline

Language Arts, History
Grade Level

6-12
Type of Activity

Small Group, Individual, Sharing Writing, Ongoing, Editing 
Objectives

· Students of all abilities will increase the complexity of their writing/sentence structure by first modeling Steinbeck (“painting with words”) and then the writing of their classmates.
· Students will learn to listen to the writing exercises of other group members and recall what images stood out as particularly powerful.
· Students will be able to write their own powerful sentences (“painting with words”) by describing an original setting.
Overview

To increase the level and complexity of students’ writing, students can improve their sentence fluency by emulating the sentence structure of Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men and those of their classmates.  This can work with all levels of students’ writing abilities. Essentially, students will learn to “paint” with words and create powerful sentences.
Throughout the year, as the students grow more sophisticated and experienced, the assignment can become longer than a few sentences. 

Materials Needed/Preparation

· Copies of Of Mice and Men.

· Students’ Of Mice and Men notebooks.

Estimated Time 

Two to three class periods. 

Procedures
· Break the class into small groups and explain to students that they will take turns reading sentences from the first two paragraphs of Of Mice and Men (see below). Advise them to listen closely as they will, as a group, be writing several sentences and imitating the sentence structure of Steinbeck.  
“A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong and rocky Gabilan mountains, but on the valley side the water is lined with trees--willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, white, recumbent limbs and branches that arch over the pool. On the sandy bank under the trees the leaves lie deep and so crisp that a lizard makes a great skittering if he runs among them. Rabbits come out of the brush to sit on the sand in the evening, and the damp flats are covered with the night tracks of 'coons, and with the spread pads of dogs from the ranches, and with the split-wedge tracks of deer that come to drink in the dark.
There is a path through the willows and among the sycamores, a path beaten hard by boys coming down from the ranches to swim in the deep pool, and beaten hard by tramps who come wearily down from the highway in the evening to jungle-up near water. In front of the low horizontal limb of a giant sycamore there is an ash pile made by many fires; the limb is worn smooth by men who have sat on it” (Steinbeck 1-2).
· After student groups have read the opening two paragraphs of Of Mice and Men, have them discuss which sentences were particularly powerful and were truly an example of “painting with words.”  

· In their groups, students will rewrite/impersonate several (or all) of Steinbeck’s sentences emulating his sentence structure and imagery. Students in the group will be responsible for dividing the work to be done. Tell students that this is a fun activity and no one should feel intimidated. All students should work together. 
· Students will then take turns reading out loud their emulation of Steinbeck’s opening paragraphs and discuss what images were powerful. This is a non-judgmental activity, and there are no “wrong” responses.

· While still remaining in their groups, students will individually write several sentences describing a setting near their home (a park, shopping mall, a street, a school playground, and so on). As an alternative, students may describe the classroom/something in it. Time permitting, students may go outside for this exercise. Keep in mind the “painting with words” sentence structure model.
·  Students will then share their writing with each other by reading out loud to the group. Students must listen carefully and may take notes.
· The other group members will then emulate/impersonate the writing/sentence structure of each member in the group. 

· All group members will read out loud their emulations of other group members.

· Time permitting, each group may rotate to other groups and share their writing.
· Time permitting, individual students may read their “Painting with Words” exercises for the entire class. 
Standards Met

· Reading Standards for Literature 6-12

· Key Ideas and Details: 1,2,3

· Craft and Structure: 4,5,6

· Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 9

· Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 10

· Writing Standards 6-12

· Text Types and Purposes: 1,3

· Production and Distribution of Writing: 4,5

· Research to Build and Present Knowledge:  9

· Range of Writing:  10

· Speaking and Listening Standards 6-12

· Comprehension and Collaboration:  1

· Language Standards 6-12

· Conventions of Standard English: 1,2

· Knowledge of Language: 3

· Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 4,5,6

· Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12

· Key Ideas and Details: 2,3

· Craft and Structure:  4,5

· Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12

· Production and Distribution of Writing:  4,5

· Range of Writing:  10
Post Activity/Takeaways/Follow-up

· Takeaways

· Students will finalize their own “Painting with Words” exercises and post them on the classroom walls for all to see, read, and enjoy.
· For the artistically inclined, students may add illustrations to their “Painting with Words” exercises.

· Follow-up 

· Teachers can have students write an evaluation of the project and what they have learned.

Assessment

· During the exercise, teachers will monitor the process, making sure everyone is on task and is participating. Participation grades can be issued daily.
· A final group/individual grade may be issued after the exercise.

· A test on “Painting with Words” is an option. The test could include:

· Giving students a passage from Of Mice and Men and having them rewrite it by emulating Steinbeck’s style.
· Having students write their own passage using the “Painting with Words” model.
